Fourth Sunday in Advent
December 19/20 – 5:00 PM, 8:00/9:30/11:00 AM

Service of Prayer and Preaching (alternate canticles)
Prelude
Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus – arr. Jacob Weber

Ringing of the Bell
Welcome
Stand

Opening Hymn: 338 - Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus

Text and tune: Public domain

Blessing at the Advent Wreath
L

C

We give praise to You, O God, for this advent wreath that helps us count the days of preparation for Christ's
coming again. As we light the fourth candle, wake us from the sleep of our sinful nature, that we may be ready
at all times to welcome our Lord when He comes again.
Give us the light of Your grace, that by the power of the Holy Spirit, we may prepare our hearts to welcome
Him with love. We ask this through Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain. Amen.

Four Advent candles are lit as the Advent Wreath Hymn is sung.

Advent Wreath Hymn: Light One Candle

Text and music: Natalie Sleeth, © 1976 Hinshaw Music, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense.net #A-705005.

Children's Message [Children stay in the pew with loved ones.]
Opening Versicles for Advent
L
C

This is the day which the Lord has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it. (Psalm 118:24)

L
C

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised. (Psalm 113:3)

L
C

Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.
Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. (Psalm 50:2-3a)

L
C

Prepare the way of the Lord.
Make His paths straight. (Isaiah 40:3)

L
C

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down righteousness.
Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. (Isaiah 45:8)

L
C

From the rising of the sun to its setting,
the name of the Lord is to be praised. (Psalm 113:3)

C

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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Old Testament Canticle: The Third Song of Isaiah

A
C
A

Isaiah 60:1-3, 11, 14, 18-19

Refrain
Refrain
For behold, darkness covers the land, deep gloom enshrouds the peoples;
But over you the Lord will arise, and His glory will appear upon you.
Nations will come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your dawning.
Your gates will always be open; by day or night they never will be shut.
Refrain
They will call you the City of the Lord, the Zion of the holy One of Israel.
Violence will no more be heard in your land, ruin or destruction within your borders.
You will call your walls Salvation, and all your portals Praise.
The sun will no more be your light by day, by night you will not need the brightness of the moon.
Refrain

C
A

C

Text and music: Jack Noble White, © 1999 H.W. Gray Company. Used by permission: OneLicense.net # A-705005.

Sit

Old Testament

2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16

God’s Covenant with David
Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2the king
said to Nathan the prophet, “See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And Nathan
said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with you.”
1

4

But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD:
Would you build me a house to dwell in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of Israel
from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where I have moved with
all the people of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my
people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my
servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that you should be
prince over my people Israel. 9And I have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from
before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more.
And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my people
Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you
a house. . . .

3

16

And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your throne shall be established
forever.’”
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Psalm of the Day: I Will Sing Forever

Psalm 89, paraphrase

Refrain

A
C
A

Refrain
Refrain
I will sing of your love all my days, O God, your faithfulness is forever.
You are love everlasting and compassion stronger than the sky.
Refrain
The heavens proclaim your wonders; the stars above tell of your love.
Where is there an equal? What god can compare with you?
Refrain
O God, how your people rejoice in you! You call us forth to share your light.
In your name we find our joy and your justice will be our song.
Refrain

C
A
C
A
C

Text and music: David Haas, © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense.net #A-705005.

Epistle

Romans 16:25–27

Doxology
Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to
the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26but has now been disclosed and through the
prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the command of the eternal God, to bring about
the obedience of faith— 27to the only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen.
25

A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Stand
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Gospel

Luke 1:26–38

Birth of Jesus Foretold
In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin
betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came
to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and
tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have
found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the throne of
his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
26

34

And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?”

35

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will
overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For
nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me
according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
A
C

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory for Advent
L
C
L
C
L
C

Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for David a righteous Branch.
This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.
He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and righteousness in the land.
This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our Righteousness.

Apostles' Creed
A
C

We confess our faith using the words of the Apostles' Creed.
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life T everlasting. Amen.
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Lord's Prayer
L
C

Matthew 6:9-13

Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to pray:
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Sit

New Testament Canticle: Magnificat

Luke 1:46-55

Refrain

C
A
C
A
C
A
C
A
C

Refrain
The Mighty One works great things in me: My soul rejoices in God.
All faithful servants God's mercy shall see: My soul rejoices, sings and rejoices, gladly rejoices in God.
Refrain
The arm of God is justice and might: My soul rejoices in God.
God puts the proud and the scheming to flight: My soul rejoices, sings and rejoices, gladly rejoices in God.
Refrain
God topples every tyrant and crown: My soul rejoices in God.
The lowly raised and the mighty brought down: My soul rejoices, sings and rejoices, gladly rejoices in God.
Refrain
With wondrous things, God's banquet is spread: My soul rejoices in God.
The rich go hungry, the hungry are fed: My soul rejoices, sings and rejoices, gladly rejoices in God.
Refrain

Text and music: Marty Haugen, © 2001 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: OneLicense.net #A-705005.

Sermon
6

Stand

Luther's Evening Prayer

Saturday

Text: adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism, © 1986 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.
Tune: HARVESTER, text and music: John Behnke, © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense.net no. A-705005.
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Luther's Morning Prayer

Sunday

Text: adapted from Luther’s Small Catechism, © 1986 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved.
Tune: HARVESTER, text and music: John Behnke, © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: OneLicense.net no. A-705005.

Prayer of the Day
A

C

Let us pray.
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us down may be
quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

8

Prayer of the Church
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C
L
C

In peace let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel
and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the
Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison,
let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.
Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.

Benedicamus
L
C

Psalm 103:1

Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
P
C

The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you.
Amen.

Closing Hymn: 348 - The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns

sts. 1–2, 5

Text and tune: Public domain

Postlude
The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns – arr. Michael Burkhardt
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